
Welcome to edition 2 of the NYSD Newsletter, 

and thank you to everyone for the very positive 

feedback received about the first edition. 

With the new season almost upon us this is a 

time when clubs have a spring in their step as 

well as their calendar. Last year’s slate is clean, 

the grass is freshly mown (well, at most clubs) 

and new opportunities abound— good luck to 

everyone…..enjoy yourselves. 

A number of clubs have completed some major 

projects over the winter months and we have a 

special feature on three of those on page 3, but 

here’s a taster— this is the before….see inside 

for the after! 

OH TO BE IN ENGLAND NOW THAT SPRING IS HERE  

(with apologies to Robert Browning) 

PRE-SEASON MEETING OF CLUBS — GET IT IN YOUR DAIRY 

We led with the Lee Hodgson story in 

the last edition, and we have no qualms 

in doing so again following the Marske 

skipper’s staggering achievement in 

being adjudicated the League Cricket 

Conference National Club Cricketer of 

the Year at the recent LCC luncheon 

held at Nantwich Cricket Club. 

And shortly after his triumphant return 

from Cheshire Lee learned that he had 

also won the coveted Sunday Sun North 

East Player of the year award, which will 

be presented to him during Good Fri-

day’s championship match between 

Durham and Nottinghamshire. 

This latest accolade, sponsored by Dar-

lington Building Society, made it a quite 

unique hat-trick for the former Yorkshire 

and Surrey man as he had already 

pocketed the Durham CCC Tees Valley 

award back in November. 

Lee Hodgson receives the NEMA  

National Player of the Year salver from  

LCC President Geoff Cook 
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HAT-TRICK FOR HODGSON 



The services of a comedian who is fast becoming the hottest 

property on the circuit have been secured for this year’s NYSD 

presentation evening on Saturday the 11th November. 

Ivan Brackenbury, the Hospital DJ, will be a hard act to follow, 

but Steffen Peddie has been wowing audiences in the North 

East in recent times, the Geordie comedian keeping the recent 

Durham Youth Cricket Trust audience in hysterics for more 

than an hour! 

Steffen will be known to many through his starring role in BBC 

2’s sitcom, Hebburn, guest hosting Night Owls on Metro Radio,  

the Breakfast Show on BBC Newcastle and the showbiz 

steamroller that is the Geordie Ratpack, but many don’t know 

the comic was also an ex-pro wrestler! 

Book your tickets, buckle your seatbelts and enjoy. 

 

but continued to play in the meantime, 

will be donning the white coat. 

 

It is great to see an influx of new um-

pires but we still need more. Your club 

can benefit from recruiting a new um-

pire from within your ranks as the 

NYSD will pay £100 for every new um-

pire you produce who completes the 

Level 1 course and serves a full season 

on the umpire’s panel. 

 

Anyone interested in becoming the next 

Michael Gough should contact Umpire 

Co-ordinator and ECB ACO Training 

Officer David Oliver. 

Following the recent ECB ACO Level 1 Um-

pires Course held at Stockton there will be 

some new umpires appearing on NYSD 

grounds this summer 

 

They are Tim Broome, Michael Harmison, 

Wayne Mann, Tony Mullen John Pinkney, 

Robert Scott, Jonathan Thorn and David 

Tucker – congratulations to them all. 

 

In addition, Dave Davis, who is a former 

Minor Counties umpire and who has re-

cently returned to the region from the sun-

nier climes of Spain, and Ian Dell, who 

passed his Level 1 Course a few years ago 

“I remember the first game I officiated—a 3rd 

XI game between Bishop Auckland and 

Sedgefield. I had just passed my exams and 

really enjoyed it: the concentration, banter with 

the players, and managing the game.” Michael 

Gough 

TOP COMEDIAN SET FOR NYSD DINNER 

HOW’S THAT ? New umpires join the NYSD list  

WINNING THE BATTLE OF THE PLAYGROUND 

After all the hype All Stars Cricket is 

finally here. 

2,000 clubs from around the country 

have registered to be part of the 

scheme, 243 in Yorkshire and 54 in 

Durham. 18 NYSD clubs are on board, 

meaning that we have a 60% penetra-

tion rate, one of the best nationwide. 

ASC is a brand new initiative from the 

ECB aimed at providing children aged 5 

to 8 with a great first experience in 

cricket. 

“We have big ambitions to 

significantly grow the game  and 

this programme is all about 

putting a bat and ball in the 

hands of more children at an 

earlier age. First and foremost we  

want to make  playing cricket a 

fun and enjoyable experience for 

children and give them a passion 

for playing the game  for a 

lifetime” - Matt Dwyer, ECB 

Director of Participation and 

Growth 
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WINTER SUSTENANCE  
With the new season fast approaching 42 of our umpires held their Winter Training Seminar at Stokesley in March. 

 

The evening included presentations on the Discipline Code, a refresher on certain parts of Law and a reminder on one of the most 

contentious matters – The Suitability of Ground Weather and Light. There was also a session from Minor Counties Umpire, Neil Pratt on 

umpire positioning and umpires working together as a team, and NYSD president Chris West presented the League changes which will 

come in for 2017. 

 

All present enjoyed a sumptuous, Sue Mulholland buffet so there may be a few more portly umpires when the new season starts!! 



After a quotation cost of £89k 

Marske were delighted to be 

awarded a grant of £75k by 

Sport England towards their 

new pavilion. 

The old pavilion was demol-

ished at the end of last season 

and from September through 

to January a very impressive 

new building slowly emerged.  

The building itself comprises of 

2 changing rooms, both 20m2 , 

plus shower room and toilets, 

umpires changing room com-

plete with shower, ladies 

changing with shower and 

toilet which is also a disabled 

facility, a gents toilet, a kitchen 

and a large tea area where 

cricket teas will be served. 

Due to limited timescales the 

inside of the pavilion will not 

be completed when the sea-

son opens but both changing 

areas and the umpires’ room 

will be ready. 

 

 

Bedale have invested heavily in off field improvements over 

the winter thanks to a Section 106 grant (now community in-

frastructure levy) from Hambleton District Council. This is mon-

ey which is given to local councils by developers for use in the 

community. 

The club have had their scoreboard re-fitted with electronics at 

a cost of around £5,000, purhased new covers including 

sheets for the bowlers run ups and side sheets at a cost of 

around £5,000 and Bedale Sports Club have also purchased 

ground equipment including a new spiker/roller/rake which 

will improve the quality of the outfield. The sports club had also 

had a 100+sqm patio built to give spectators and post game 

players an enhanced social experience. Including a few new 

picnic benches the cost of this project will be in the region of 

£7,000  

GROUNDS FOR OPTIMISM 

 

Winds of change at Windy Hill Lane 

    Bedale know the score and have it covered 

From Barney Rubble to Barney Brilliance 
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Barnard Castle’s much-awaited new pavilion is ready for the new season. It replaces the wooden structure that stood for 50 years and is 

an addition to the existing bar. 

The building has seating for 120 people, a portable stage and cost around £280,000. The club received several grants, the largest from 

Sport England, has negotiated an interest free loan from the ECB which has a programme in place to help capital developments by 

clubs, and raised a sizeable proportion of the cost through donations and fund-raising. 



 

 

Have you seen the revamped League 

website? 

Visit nysdl.play-cricket.com and have a 

browse around the great new features such 

as the International Gallery in the Hall of 

Fame. 

 

 

IF YOU WANT YOUR CLUB TO FEATURE IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS SEND 

YOUR ARTICLES — PREFERABLY WITH PICTURES — TO 

cwcpress@btconnect.com  

 

The crowd settling in for the Durham County U19 final at the Riverside in 2016—Hartlepool v Shotley Bridge 

STOP PRESS  
 

Down by the Riverside 
 

The Austin Trophy Final will be played on Durham 

CCC’s ground for the first ever time in 2017 thanks to 

the NYSD’s lobbying of the County last year. 

 

With the emergence of the new Yorkshire Premier 

Leagues Championship play-offs, which feature a final 

at Headingley in September, the NYSD were keen to 

see a similar opportunity made available to their 

Durham clubs — and the Austin proved the perfect 

vehicle as it is essentially Durham cricket’s champion 

of champions contest. 

 

As luck would have it the NYSD’s two entrants have 

been drawn against each other with Bishop Auckland 

(last year’s leading Durham side in Division One) set to 

host Premier champions Barnard Castle. 

 

Darlington were the last NYSD winners of the 

competition in 2014. 


