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Darlington Building Society 
North Yorkshire & South Durham ECB Premier Cricket League 

 
Minutes of Management Meeting held at the Springboard Centre, Stokesley 

 on Wednesday 23rd March 2016. 
 
PRESENT – President C W West, A B Bainbridge, T Briddock, M Christon, S. Donlan, N Hutchinson, C. 
Nicholls, D Stanwix, G. Smith,  and General Secretary D Watchman. 
 
APOLOGIES for ABSENCE – Steve Clarke and M Kirkbright. 
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th February 2016 were signed as a correct record. 
 
MATTERS ARISING  
 
Rockliffe Park 
The General Secretary reported that he had not been able to agree a suitable date with the club for the 
proposed meeting to discuss the leagues administration procedures.  
Resolved: Due to the heavy commitments as the season approaches it was felt unlikely a suitable date 
could now be agreed. The president would instead send to the club a copy of the aide-memoire used in 
previous years for similar meetings when new clubs join the league, along with an invitation to raise any 
areas of concern with league officials.  
 
FIXTURES SECRETARY 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
U19 T20 COMPETITION  
 
It was reported that the fixtures for 2016 had finally been agreed with all clubs and ‘locked down’. The 
process had been completed in time for inclusion in the handbook. 
 
A request had been received from Darlington to allow their senior player Nathan Wright to play for 
Sedgefield’s U19 team as Darlington did not have a side in the competition. The matter had been referred 
to the DCB as the controlling body and they had provided their confirmation that this was in order. 
 
RESULTS SECRETARY 
 
The fixtures secretary reported having teething problems with the registration of players following the 
recent general upgrades to play-cricket websites, particularly with the incoming transfer of players from 
other leagues, but these would be resolved shortly. 
This had resulted in a delay in issuing the updated Administration Guide to clubs, but a copy would be 
available in the short term for general release. 
 
TREASURERS REPORT- 
 
Financials  
A balance of £21,571.13 was reported with unpaid bills totalling £835 comprising £375 for 2015 15’s prize 
vouchers and £460 for awards evening printing. 
Contingent liabilities totalled £2,706.60 made up of PQS scheme £1,910, 2015 15’s prize vouchers £525, 
and women’s cricket unspent budget £271.60. 
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UMPIRES COORDINATOR  
 
It was reported that all 11 candidates had passed the examination following the Level 1 course held at 
Stockton in January and February. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE    
 
Barnard Castle. 
The club had informed the league that work had commenced on upgrading their clubhouse facilities with 
the wooden portion being replaced by a stone structure. The work is expected to continue throughout the 
2016 season with teas being served in the bar area, and the patio area not being available for supporters - 
the club wished to make visiting clubs and supporters aware of this before the season began. 
Resolved: The committee were fully supportive of the club in this further investment in their facilities 
and ask all visiting clubs to be co-operative and understanding as this important work is undertaken.  
 
REGISTRATIONS 

REGISTRATIONS CONFIRMED 

Amateur Transfers 
  Trevor Shingler Newton Aycliffe to Blackhall 

Mark Woodhead Marsden  to Newton Aycliffe 

Ryan Dawson Mainsforth to Newton Aycliffe 

Michael Thompson Mulgrave to Whitby 

Steven Husband Fylingdales to Whitby 

Lee James Hutton Mainsforth to Darlington RA 

Jaedyn Bartosh-Short Normanby Hall to Darlington RA 

Mark Davies Wolviston to Norton 

John Cavanagh Newton Aycliffe to Darlington RA 

Matthew Connolly Middlesbrough to Marton 

Carl McGregor Normanby Hall to Bishop Auckland 

Ben Usher Barnard Castle to Bishop Auckland 

Jack Hardy Marton to Darlington 

Adam I'Anson Darlington RA to Darlington 

Ben Cardwell Darlington RA to Darlington 

Nathan Wright Richmondshire to Darlington 

    Professional Transfers 
   Doug Mulholland Darlington to Stokesley  

    Amateur Reinstatement 
   Jonathon Rickard Hartlepool 

  

    Overseas Amateur  
   Jonathon Arthur Chapman Whitby 

  Jaedyn Bartosh-Short Darlington RA 
  Tanveer Javed Seaton Carew 
  Riswan Ullah Darlington  
  Francois Kroukamp  Normanby Hall 
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    Professional Registration (EQ) 
  James Lowe Middlesbrough 
  Lee Hodgson Marske 
  Gary Pratt Richmondshire 
  Toby Bulcock Richmondshire 
  

    Professional Registration (Overseas) 
  Stephen Reeves Middlesbrough 
  Muhammed Saad Darlington 
  Saeed Bin Nasir Marske 
  Chris Nicholls Guisborough 
  

    Paid Employee Registrations Confirmed 
  Henry Shelton Great Ayton 
 

Groundsman 

Andrew Readman Great Ayton 
 

Junior Coach 

Andrew Weighell Stokesley 
 

Assist. Groundsman 

    

     
DE-REGISTRATIONS 
Overseas Amateur     

Syed Rohail Ali Hashmi Darlington  Withdrawn 

Jesse Griffiths Normanby Hall  De-registered 
 

 
REPRESENTATIVE CRICKET 
 
It was reported that Neil Waters had agreed to become joint manager of the League’s under 21 side. 
 
PRE-SEASON MEETING OF CLUBS 
 
It was reported that arrangements for the meeting on 6th April at Teesside University were well in hand. Full 
details including car parking arrangements had been circulated to all clubs. All management committee 
members were requested to attend from 5pm to help with the pre-event organisation. 
 
PRESENTATION EVENING  
 
Bookings were now made. The president reported that an ‘early’ payment had been made to Andrew Gale 
to pre-empt the new rules concerning taxation of player benefits funds which operate from April the 6th. 
The early payment had meant a £200 saving had been made for the League, and guarantees had been 
provided of repayment should the speaker be subsequently unable to fulfil the engagement for any reason. 
Resolved: Early payment ratified 
 
DCB 
 
The president had attended the meeting of league chairmen on 18th March at the Emirates Riverside. The 
key areas of discussion were: 
Discipline – all leagues in Durham had agreed to adopt responsibility for the discipline of their own clubs 
playing in outside cup competitions. Any player reported for indiscipline in such competitions would be 
dealt with by the parent league’s disciplinary process.  
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ECB Small Grants Scheme – details were provided of successful 2016 applicants. 
ECB structural changes – an update was provided. 
Umpires – the Durham ACO wanted to have details of umpire appointment shortfalls from leagues 
provided to them and possible mechanisms were debated. This would be followed by direct contact with 
further details. 
 
AUSTIN TROPHY 
 
Following the huge interest sparked by the developments in the Yorkshire Premier Leagues championship 
the president had felt it would be worthwhile approaching the DCB to suggest they consider an ambitious 
addition to the Austin Trophy, which is effectively the Durham county equivalent of the YPL championship. 
 
It had therefore been formally proposed by the NYSD to the DCB via the DRCF AGM that the final of the 
Austin Trophy be played at the Emirates Riverside ground each year, with the possibility of a day/night final 
also to be considered. 
 
This proposal had been wholly supported by the league chairmen and also by the DRCF AGM and was to be 
formally put to the Durham CCC Board for their consideration. 
 
YCB 
 
The AGM of the Yorkshire Leagues and clubs had taken place on 12th March at York, however the League 
had not been represented. The president expressed his disappointment that this had been the case. 
 
YORKSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUES MANAGEMENT BOARD  
 
The president had attended a meeting of the Management Board on 17th March at Darrington. The main 
area of progress had been the agreement of the championship play-off regulations, the key details of which 
were: 
The semi-finals and final would be played under Royal London Cup regulations – in particular with bowlers 
limited to 10 overs, and fielding restrictions. 
Player qualification would be based on parent league registration regulations. Players featuring in the finals 
would be required to have played in at least 6 league games for their club during the season, and no player 
signed after the 31st July would be allowed to play. 
Balls would be provided by Yorkshire.  
 
LEAGUE CRICKET CONFERENCE 
 
The annual luncheon, AGM and bi-annual meeting had taken place on the 12th March at Middleton. The 
president and Steve Clarke had attended. 
Geoff Cook had been elected president at the meeting. A legal update on “flying cricket balls” had been 
presented at the meeting and copies had been circulated to all clubs. 
 
LEAGUE GROUNDSMANS ASSOCIATION 
 
Details and agenda for the first meeting of the League Groundsman’s Association on 29th March at 
Thornaby had been circulated.  
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NYSD MASTERS 
 
15 clubs had responded to the request for opinions on the viability of introducing a ‘Masters’ competition, 
the majority of replies being positive. A large portion of the positive replies favoured an over 40’s 
competition.  
Resolved: Those clubs who had expressed an interest would be contacted to ask them whether they 
would like to participate in an initial trial competition later this year, with the next meeting to be 
updated. 
 
SPONSORS 
 
Darlington Building Society 
As part of their 160th anniversary celebrations DBS were instigating a staff charity and sports organisations 
volunteering scheme and the NYSD had been asked whether they wished to be part of the scheme. Full 
details had already been circulated to clubs with a significant response already evident.  
Volunteering opportunities would be ‘advertised’ to staff from the beginning of April. 
 
Club advertising hoardings – following the change in the DBS logo new advertising hoardings were in the 
course of manufacture and would be delivered to all clubs in April. Each club would receive one new set of 
boards – if any club requires more they should contact the president by the 8th April. 
 
TAG Teamwear 
The annual order for team shirts and caps had been submitted to the company, along with the umpires 
clothing order. Details of the order had been provided to the treasurer for invoice reconciliation purposes. 
 
GNAAS 
 
The president and Caroline Darnbrook, DBS Marketing Director, had attended at Durham TVA to complete 
the publicity procedures for the charity partnership. A full press release would follow in early April. 
 
HALL OF FAME 
 
With five new inductions to take place at the Kerridge Cup final clubs would be ‘encouraged’ at the pre-
season meeting of clubs to submit applications for consideration. The sub-committee already held several 
submissions which would be included in their next deliberations. 
 
HANDBOOK 
 
The president reported that the time consuming process of producing the annual handbook, which had 
involved 9 proof reads on this occasion, had been completed and the book would be available for 
distribution at the pre-season meeting. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS        
 
Presidents Trophy 
The LCC Presidents Trophy had now been fully NYSD ‘adopted’ with appropriate engraving following its 
purchase from the LCC. It had previously been considered for awarding to a ‘Player’s Player of the Year’ but 
after further thought it was felt more appropriate to link it to representative cricket. 
Resolved: The trophy would be awarded to the NYSD League Representative Cricketer of the Year on an 
annual basis – under 17, under 21 and seniors who had played for the League would all be eligible for 
consideration. 
 
Tour de Yorkshire 
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It was felt appropriate to remind clubs that the above event takes place in the region on Sunday 1st May. 
There could be travel problems for one or two clubs playing in the Sunday Leagues and all clubs are asked 
to ensure they bear this in mind when making their travel arrangements. 
 
Joe Lumb Trophy 
In 2015 a rule had been introduced that made youngsters who had represented their county at age group 
levels in the current season ineligible for selection for their league representative side, this having 
particular significance for the NYSD given the number of their players involved in Durham County teams. 
A formal application had been made to the competition organisers to allow a female player to be included 
in the NYSD u17 squad for the 2016 competition but this had been rejected by the organisers on the 
grounds that the player had played for their county womens team. An appeal had been made asking the 
organisers to reconsider, pointing out this was clearly not the intention of the rule, but this had again been 
rejected. 
The Yorkshire Cricket Board had then become involved, being fully supportive of the NYSD’s stance on the 
issue, and the outcome of their intervention was still awaited. 
 
NYSD 125th Anniversary 
Committee officials were reminded that 2017 would represent the League’s 125th anniversary and planning 
should begin shortly for any proposed special events. A sub-committee would represent the best way of 
starting the ball rolling and LMC members were asked to consider membership of such committee and 
confirm at the next meeting. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING   
 
The next meeting to be held on Wednesday 13th April at the Springboard Centre. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


